Attention deficity/hyperactivity in SLI children increases risk of speech/language disorders in first-degree relatives: a preliminary report.
Specific language impairment (SLI) or developmental dysphasia denotes the inability to acquire normal expression and/or comprehension of language in the absence of peripheral hearing impairment, neurological disorder, and mental retardation. The presence of attention deficit/hyperactivity in some SLI children has previously been documented. This family history study used 27 SLI families, identified through the parents from the Dysphasia Association, to examine the relationship between attention deficit/hyperactivity in SLI children and the risk to first-degree relatives. All SLI children were clinically diagnosed with speech/language disorder; medical records were searched for the presence of any of the exclusion criteria noted above. The 13 SLI children with medical record of attention deficit/hyperactivity had a significantly higher chance of having first-degree relatives with speech/language disorders than 14 SLI children without such record (15/27 and 4/46, respectively). This preliminary report suggests that additional study is warranted to investigate the relationship between speech/language disorders and attention deficit/hyperactivity in families of SLI children. As a result of this activity, the participant will be able to describe the SLI phenotype, its prevalence, and complexity and to recognize the relationship between comorbid attention deficit/hyperactivity in SLI children and the risk of speech/language disorder in their relatives.